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October 19, 1994

Honexable Reed § Mundt, Chairman
Pederal Communications Coamissien
1919 X strcet, NW ~ Reom Bl4
Washingten, DC 20554

8izs
ou about
acasota,

It Lis with much conocexn and § heavy heart that I write to
:t. 2&:&!£l1iltion of the ARC network from WWSA Channel 40 in

orida.

As the Executive Director of United Cerebral Palsy of Sarascta-
Manates and southwast Plorida for the past 11 years I have had the
privilege and honor of working with the administration and statf o:
Channel 40 in ewoduclnq our local telethon. OQur show Ls produced
eenjunction with the national Btar-athon, A W nd Wisth the Star
Telethon for United Cerebral Palsy on ABC television. During the eleve:
years of our show in Sarasota we have ralsed $2,405,000 for programs an
services for she developmentally disabled.

Our entire agency And the hundreds of people with disabilities that
we merve each ysaz are dependent upon the 1ocal calechen as our pain
source of revenue. '

Thers are no other networks in our commmunity to aly our show and
it i3 net financially fessible to access Tampa or thé & Myers market.
Alma:g all our donaticn dollars are raised here in Sarasgota and Manatee
eounties.,

As the mother of a multi~handicapped child with cexsbral palsy,
mantal retardation, epllepsy and hyperactivity, I know f£lrsthand how
intort;nt United Ceraebral Paley is to the families of our community.
U: tedlc:gobrnl Paley cannot survive the loas of our only network, WWSB
Channe . .

This station ham been part of our community for 23 years, not onlI
covering our news and ‘weaather, but really partiecipating ia loca
activities. They are as much a pait of the Sarasotda and Pradenton azea
as anyone of our citizens,

On behalf of the hundreds of developmentally disabled ¢hildren and
adults we serve and the community at lazge, pleass censider the
rantifications te all of us Lf we loose our ABC affiliste at WWSB Channel
40.- We need the ABC network on WWid Channel 40 for our community.to
continue to thrive and grow. '

Thank you for taking the time to read my Jletter. I look forward
to your decision wish high hopes that you will do what is .in the best

{ntezaets- of farbscte, Manatee and.Sopthwest Fleridsa, .. ..

$incorely, :
A )
Wendy Manji RasnIek

Executive Diregtor

WMRideb

coi Sam Antar, Eeq., Counsel for Capital Cities/ABC, Ino.
Donald Zeifang, Bsg., Counsel for Sorippe Howard Broadcasting
tWW'CrumleyyvPresident & General Nanager, WWSB Channel 40
Senator Connie Mack :
Senatcr Bob Graham
Congressman Porter Gous
Congresaman Dan Millexr

Midiown Plaza * 1227 S. Tamiami T, Sarasota, FL 34270 - -
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Honorable Reed E. Hundt October 11, 1964
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission

1919 M 8t NW Room 814

Washington, DC 20554 -

Dear Mr. Hundt:

On behalf of the Florida Senlor Games State Championship, Florida Governor's
Council on Physical Fitness and Sports, and the Sunshine State Gamnes
Foundation, I would ke to exg:‘m disappointment upon hearing that ABC
would drop thelr affiliation wi , Channel 40 in Saraseta, Florida.

The Florida Senior Games State Championghip has been hald in this area for
Mom (and may be held in this area for years to coma), Each ,f:; the staff of
has given pre-event and during-event coverage. This year they will be
covering an anticipated 2500 Senior Athletes from many parts of the country
competing in 20 event in order to qualify for the United States Senior National
Organization (USSNO) National Sports Classic in San Antonto, Texss.

In the past, WWSB has covered these eventa thoroughly with the utmost
pmﬁocgonalism. Other stations in the naarby Tanm Bay viewing agn have
covered only the ope% ceremonies. To dissolve this affiliation would diminigh
the réx;pactzABC and WWSB has on this ¢vent and the value it represents to our
participants. ' : '

We hope you will consider the significance of local television to its viewers, :
WWSB's involvement with the community and the covexma of stories that are of
greater concern tp the viewers. Hopefully these factors'

sffiliate with WWSB Channel 40 in Sarasota.

NeHonsBank’ Sincerely,

‘Mne wonsor 4@« /M

I'lead you to retair the

Florida 8enior Games State Championship Director

S
' .g;i% Rebecca A. McQuillen
;

cc:  Donald P. Zeifang, Esq.
Sam Antar, Esq.
Stan Crumley

1330 NW Sixth Street * Suite N -*-



P.O. Box 1061, Bradenton, Florida 34208, 813/748.3062

Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chalrman October 11, 1994
Redoral Communications Cormmission

1919 M Streot, NW Room 814

Washington, DC 20554

Desr Mr. Hundt;

The Gulf Coast Senlor Games Board of Directors would liks to express our mfoinmt upon hearing that
- ABC intends to drop their affiliation with WWSB, Channel 40 in Sacasota, a

The Gulf Coast Senior Games has beea held in this area for five years. We have growa steadily from 300 to
1200 participants. Last year we added WWSB Channel 40 as a sponsor. With thelr Involvementand -
covcuf.wev_vmablmmcha xdonofmmiorpopuh‘ m‘;“f‘maninvolvedmmmm
We anticipate more pmicipmchc'year ause of their coverage and sponsorship.

WWSB Channel 40 did promotions of the event, senior athlete highlight stories the week prior to the games,
live cov and results information on the sports segments. To dissolve this affiliation would diminish the
influence ABC and WYSB has on this event and the value It represents to our participants, ~

WWSB Channel 40 calls themselves “The Home Team” and they truly are because of their involvement with
a‘m:k commm' hrm Gulf Coast Senior Gamet is one of many community activities where their exposure
et a erence, .

Placing this ABC affiliate in Tampa would result in losing a large viewing audience In this are2. Bradenton,
Sarasota, Yenice and other surmounding cities would riot have local coverage of events if Tampa were to .

become the ABC affiliate. (I know from personal experience of unsuccessfully to get othet network's
affiliates with a viewing that extends into suuboooverlocllevenu{. there is no local news,

viewers can watch , CNN Headline News and the Weather Chaanel to find Information that will be just
as relevant as any story coming from Tampe.

We hope you will conslder the Impact of local television, WWSB's involvement with the community and the
coverage of stocies that are of greater concerm to the viewers. Hopefully these factors will lead you to retain
the ABC affiliate with WWSB Channel 40 in Sarasota.

fne AP

Rebecea A, McQuillen
Gulf Coast Senior Games Board of Director, President

oc:  Donald P. Zeifang, Esq.
Sam Antar, Esq.
Stan Crumley

Sponsored By; Sponsorad By: Sponsorad By: Endlarscd By

NeNonsBank  Thc Budenton Herald 4 m

W



Ootober 13, 1894

Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chalrman

Rederal Communications Commission

Room 814
1919 M Strect, NW
wWashington, DC 20884

Dear Chairman Hundt:
I am writin

Station WWS
ABC Broadcasting Company.

in regards to the loss of affiliation by
Channel 40 in Sarasota Florida with The

WWSB has been and still is dedicated to promoting
community and political news in addition to actively
participating in serving the needs of local charitles.
The loss of these functions wbuld create a serious

void in that their station is the only ene

roviding

such services to the Sarasota, Manatee, Venlce

Communities.

How we would function in a disaster or

serious emergency is a difficult question to answer.

Tampa i{s a different communit

as is Fort Myers and having
needs is the same as having
Cleveland and Indianapolis.

Public Communications is as
and those that provide this
responsibly.
is an irresponsible act and

entirely from Sarasota
these stations serve our
stations piped in from

important as the utilfities
service must do so

The decision to disconnect Statfion wWwSB

lacking in consideration

for the people of this community.

I am requesting that the FCC disallow this
discontinuance of service and allow our station to
continue supplying he communicatfion nceds of the

people of Sarasots, Manstee
Sincerely,
e B
Board Member
CC: Sam Antar, Esq.

Stan Crumley

Donald p. Zeffang, Esq.

and Venice.

Susanne Suarez Shea
i L
Loe Wm.m:r'i‘ngtm

Foundation Board

of Directors! '
Chairman - Jame Pergason, Jr.
18t Vice Chairman = Btanley Glen
2nd Vice Chalrman - Dietz
Secratary « Rishard Metl Il
Trassurer = Glen m'xuh
Assiat. Treasurer » Michael PandecJr.

David Bewley
Ecword Cheek
Dallag Dont

Donald Faatherman
Wilkam C. Gaar
Alan Gibbg

J, Garrgt Heard, IV, CRP
Herhen Kaliner

Aud Lazarus

Gon, Gogrge Loving
Lynn Maithews
Carolyn Michel
Helen Nugent
George Poge
Howard Payne
Annamas $andegren
Chuek Savidge

Roy Schaelzal

Alax Schoenbaum
Nell W, Scont

Harry Solmson

D¢, Robert Windom
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Xerritt C. Ludwlyg

1704 Polieun Cuve Rd. « TR {39 Surusale, FL 2231-6760 (813} do6-a914

October 14, 1994

Honorable Reed B. Huadt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW - Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt: -

As 1 regident of Sarasota and a regular viewer of its local programming as well as some of its ABC
network offerings T wish 0 support WWSB's appeal o the PCC for assistance In retaining its ABC
affilistion, Sacasots viewers should not be victimized by ABC's manipulative sctions o serve its
business interests In other cities.

WWSB is the only television station in Sarasota with & network affilistion. Ag you well know, without
8 major network afiliation a local station lacks the resources to provide 8 strong Jogal news service to
fts viewars, This is especially trus when the station is based In a secondary size market such as
Sarasota, This injury to WWSB's potltion is of primary intersst to me and to thousands of others in
the Sarasats County ares, To be sure, we can recelve network services from Tamps basad statlons
(including ABC's rival networks), but the {ocal programming of Tampa statlons focusas exclusivaly on
the Tampa community, scarcely mentloning Sarasota,

The loss to WWSB of ABC (or other majoe network affilistion) inevitably means  loss of high quality |
local news reporting to the 250,000 viewsrs in Sarasota County as well as to thousands of others in
the counties adjolning Sacasota who are also outside the primary interests of Tampa statlons,

Therefore, Lurge you to help WW: i
Sinceroly,
YK € Kollers

Coay‘é Antac, Esq,, Counsel for Capital Citics/ABC, In¢,
Donald P. Zeifang, Bsq,, Counsel for Scripps Howard Broadcasting Co.
Stan Crumley, Pres. & General Mgr.,, WWSB
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Diamondback’s COMPUTER WAREHOUSE
7222 S. Taméan Trall Sarasota, FL 34231
Seles | (813) 925-7222  Service : (813) 9254484  Fax: (813) m 5427

Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chalrman

Foderal Communications Cormnmission
Room 814

1919 M Street NW

Washington, DC 20554

October 23, 1994
Dear Mr. Hundt;

lamlhepresldcrnoumcuumoumm M!Mvetodnmmuowme
loss of ABC affiiation for our iocel broadoast slation, WWSB Channel

The most dev loss L0 the 18,000 area businesses, including my own, wllbememw
1o purchass ad mehmmmnlmmmammmm

WWSB is our only sowoe of major nptwork programming that orginates from our market center,
which consists primarfly of Bradenton, Sarasots, and Vanios. '

Tompa Dusinesses do ot serve our communities, nor can we ressonably serve the of
WnTummm,Mmemm The vast of the
18,000 businesses in our area are small, you will not find Fortune 500 companies
here. Vlnuaﬂynomofmwladwm:inoh by companies mmm
could benefit from this “additional coverage.”

i ABCG is aliowed to Out off our local programming and foroe us to become pert of the

Temps area's broadcasting, wcwmbonqulndlopaymommuw
Quadruple what we do now; Morsover, we wifl Aol experience sy mm»
few Tampa residents will fee tho necessity to call “Joe's Carpet® on Ma in Serisota,
only 1-1/2 hours drive away .

oemm'smwmnuwwmmmsmmm
for years, but out compaany, vormwmmmmmmm
IanhoTamplmlMplm It wil without dquestion stop alt of our televised broadcast
advertising. This will probably aiso mean the ead of aur business.

Perhaps equal In devastation will be the loss of our local news and wealher coverage. Without
network affillation, most of us realize that & bocomes nearly lmpoublo 1o maintain an adequate
news operation. With the exception of the few *Superstations,” local news Is poor to nonexjetent
on independent stations.

There is no one, Specifically not spvana, that provides televised Sarssola, Bradenton, end
Venios news coverage other than WWES, Their truaks and Mini-Cams are 808/ scooling
around our citles day and night, I.MIMWMMMMMMMI
WFT8 news leam covering , much less enything of local importance to mm
. Oursireels. From coverage oodfakl toonomandumtm
wmhmmhourschooldeMs. to city commission coverage, no one else, least
of all WIFTS, has shown any interest whatsoever.

Over 100,000 people, and several thousand small businesees dapend on WWSB's local news
and communily coverage, and avalisbiity of advetising . Ploase
reach a decision that alfows for fair response (o our community's
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Diamondback’s COMPUTER WAREHOUSE

7222 8. Tamlami Treil Sarasots, FL 34231
Sales : (C‘Ia) $28-7222  Service: (813} 028-4464 Fax: glﬂ! 921-5427

Whether or nol (here ave sny improprieties involved in the ABC/Scripps Howard private desiings,
mae’fwwwﬁc"mummummmwmmm { hope you will

mmtommmismmm

Sincecely,
Kenneth C. Kemski
president, Dismondbeck's Computer Warshouse

MM« Eeq.
WMCWCWABG Inc.
T7 W, 08 Sireet

New York, NY 10023

Caumes! for S Howerd Sroadcasig
for Co.
1050 Connectiout Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20038

etancmnmale‘ya Mon
WW8B, Channel 40 moer
a72s LMon Drive

Sarasota, FL 34233



0.K. and Judy Houston

1201 Capri [slas Bivd. #141
Venlca L 34292

October 14, 1994

Honorsble Reed E, Hundt .
Chairman, Federal Communications Comm.
Room $14

1919 M Street NW

Washington DC 20554

Dear Mr. Huodt:

We are contacting you to express dosp concern over the ability of the ABC=TV network to
disaffiliate from WWSB-Channel 40 TV in Sarasota, FL.

Channel 40 js the only affiliate of any network in this city and has the oaly full-scale news

operstion serving Sarasots but also Venice and Bradenton. That activity provides several critical

benelu The severing of that afiliation would elimiinate these benefits:
Channel 40 i the only broad-based comnmmunications that serves ll oomunlty segmsnis.
There is an exoellent NY Times regional newspaper in Sarasota but cost and oulture
dictate it will not teech those with lower incomes and education and many of the oldn’ly.

® The Sarasota arca, Hke other sosstsl areas in Florids, is s magnet for retirees and younger
folks who want to work whers they'd like to play, Chunnel 40 newscasts and Jocal '
programming sre a daily “glue" that help newcomsers form ties with their adopted
commnity. In lieu of major corporate scployers and neighbors with lengthy resideqtial
histories, local television bocomes 8 major factor in the familiarization process,

®  WWSB-TV is a positive for0¢ in the community beyond reporting the news, They have an

' active and effective crime stoppers program in effect, They are Sequent participants in
charity sctivitles, halp promote a wide variety of oultural activities, and axe 8 comcrsfone
for the Sarasota quality of life.

k would not be possible, financially or practically, for an affiliate based ia Tampa or Fort Myers to
replace what Channcl 40 is pow doing. There i5 no other local affiliate here to pick up the slack.

Thope that the FCC will intervene on bohalf of mtauung the ABC affiliation for WWSB here in
Sarasots. To make any other declsion would be an endorsement of big broadcasting over the
needs of the local comuunity. Clearly, this would not be the frea market at work but the greed
factor wheore communications is just another finanocial deal.

O.K. "Sam" and Judy Houston



October 17, 1994

Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Pedera) Communications Commission
Room 814, 1919 M Street NW ‘
Weshington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr., Chairman:

Television station WWSB, Channel 40, in S8esrasotas,
Florida has been a good and faithful servant to ABC
for 23 very profitable years. ABC is now attempting
to sever thig relatlonship and to abandon this
community and ita environs without cause and. for
purposes of padding its pocketbook in far-off places
1ike Cleveland, Ohic and Detroit, Michigan, It iz a
clasaic case of corporate faithlessness, philandering,
disloyalty and oruelty comparable to a proflizate
husband (like a wolf in cheap olothing) who abandons
his loving, unselfish and caring wife for s bimbo that
he met at an affiliate’s convention. I write you
today to ask you to keep this unfalr and unjustified
abandonnant from taking place.

ABC’'s flimsy and almoat laughable defense of this
proposed move is that the Sarasota area can be served
by an outlat in Tampa, We are no more related to
Tamps or % part of the Tampa area syndrome than
Scaradale, New York i3 a part of the Loa Angeles area.
We have an 1identity totally our own and totally
different from Tampa, Trying to ocompare Tampa to
Sarasota is like trying to compare a lightaing bug to
lightning, 8arasota County is first 1,n__uu£_uslu_n in -
the percentsge of its population partieipating in
stook and bond investments, first jip the nation in
arts and cultural events, first {n the nation in
number of golf courses per capits (and I can’t break
ninety on any one of them!), first in Florida and
fourth in the MHQ:P in per capita income and on and

on. Sarasote 8 an affluent, cosmopolitan, -
sophisticated, culturally attuned, well educated,
high-tech meoca and the list of our full or part time
residents reads right off the top of the Forbes' list

. ENWARD FRIAR
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and inoludes a galaxy of movie stars . and
personalities, top athletas from every sport
(baseball, tennis, golf, football, swimming, ete.),
journalists, best zelling authors and the parents of
all of the above. We have a college which in nearly
all representative survéys is rated the best buy of
all the iastitutions of higher learning in the United
States. We have an internationally soclaimed French
Film Festival (in Tampa they can't even spaell French
Pilm Festival) and our business community is in »

qonatant drum=-beat of a devotien ¢to motion in

international trade, manufacturing and in the servioce
eoonony.

What I am trying to say, Mr. Chairman, is that we need
and desarve to have s viable local television channegl

which serves Wat Hanks, Jello Malone, Semmie Ondula . .

end all the rest of us ordinary folks who depend on a
public utility which knows us, understands ua, lives
with us and providas for us. For example, our weather
is totally different and diatinct from Tampa « only
WWSE tells us about hurricanes, tornados, fleoding,
gevere storms, ete, WWSB 4is our .only source for
ocoverage of our looal governmantal units includin

those having the responsibility for public safety an

law enforoement. The people at WW8B know us, our
problems, our concerns, our hopes and dresms - I'll
bet Jim Jackson knows every shark at the' Mote Marine
Research Laboratory by its first name, Inoidently,
Mote Mavrine is doing extensive and very promising work
looking toward a cure for cancer.,

At one time in my active career I served as General
Counsel to the Tennessee Public Service Commission
(which regulates public utilities, railroads, eto.)
and therefore I  know something about . the
responsibilities you have and at the same time the
opportunities you have to protect the oititens of the
eountry from & fog-bank of insoucisnce such as ABC has
Put on display in this situstion., On the basis of its
record and the needs of its "count-on-it" audience,
WWSD should be a noli me tangere operation, ‘

G, EDWARD FRIAR
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Since in mny own experience; in evaluating a

rvecommendation or a suggestion it is important to know.

something about the source, I will immodestly mention
that among other things I have served aa the Seoretary
of State of Tennesaes, as General Counsel .to the
Southern Governors Conference, as & member of the
House of Delegstes of the Americen Bar Association; as
president of the National Association of Bar
Bxeoutives and as president and chairman of the board
of Carpoerste Concepta Imc. Y have been listed for
many yearsg in Whe's Who in Amerieca, World Who's Who in
Industry and Commerce and other sueh publications.

Tt is fourth and ona for us, mir, and we will deeply
appreciate your giving consideration te our plea.

.W
a. Bdward Friar

to: &am Antar, Esquire « Counsel for Capital
Citiea/ABC Ino.
Donald:. P. Zellfang, Esquire -~ Counsel for
Soripts-Howard Broadoasting Co.
igan Crumley, Pres. & Gen. Manager - WWSBE Channel

G. EOWARD ERIAR



October 13, 1994

Honorable Reed E. Hundt

Chairman

Federal Communications Commigsion
Room 814

1919 M. Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

I currently live in Sarasots, FL, moving here originally from Detroit, MI eleven years ago,
The thought that WWSB Chaanel 40 may lose its ABC affiliate 18 a real threat to everyone
in Sarasota who depends on Channe! 40 for their local news. T moved to Sarasota because
it was a much smaller town than Tampa, and [ tired of the big city lifs. I'm now a mombcr
of a friendly community, not s number on the assembly line.

I rarely get to Tampa or St. Petersbueg, and have only been to Cleacwater once in eleven
yoars. My area to shop, relax, travel and work in Is the Sarasota, Bradenton, Venice area,
I always wateh the news of WWSB Channe! 40 to find out what is golng on in my neck of
the woods, As 4 single working Mom, I can't afford the time nor money to travel to
Tampa for events of interest to my famlly.

I am ¢oncerned about the schools in Manatee county. The little everyday happenings may
be trivial to you and Tampa Bay, but my daughter's education is worth taking note of
aupryday, and Channel 40 reports on these Issues. When Channels 8, 10 and 13 report 0n
schoals, it's schools I've never heard of and they leave us out complctely Local election
results? Sarasota might be mentioned on the other stations if they don't run out of time,
Channel 40 gives our results first, as it should be, because this is where we live and vote.

Rapist loose in Tampa? Not of immediate concera to me in Sarasota, but raplst loose in
Bradenton or Sarasota? I need to know this immediately. If Channel 40 is taken away
from us, will the Tampa stations really feel it's important enough to report, or will thers be
a bigger story on the stadium in Tampa that they fee! more people would be Interested
since they report mostly to the Tampa area? I'm not blaming the Tampa stations, they
need to be there for Tampa Buy t00, but we are not part of Tampa Bay. We are too far
away, mileage wise, for them to send reporters hore everyday and night to cover our
community.



| find it disgracefs! that the politica! moves of Seripps Howard Broadcasting Co. affect the
entire well being of the citizens of the Sarasota, Bradenton, Venice community. I do not
undecstand why ABC eannot just leave our Channel 40 here, and continue to have it up in-
Tampa also. We currently have two ABC stations and [ always watch Channel 40's for
the local news updates, dangerous weather alerts, stc. [fyou take that away from me, you
are truly endangering the lives of all Sarasotans. By the time Channel 10, 13 or 8 even
discovers there might be an escaped convict in Sarasota, or a tornado spotted off Sicsta
Key, we could already be facing the danger head on, Whenever there is threatening
weather outside, all I have to do is turn on Channel 40 to chack for the weathor alert in the
upper right hand corner of the screen. I am quickly warned and can take immediate
action. : '

Everyonae has their favorite TV shows on ABC, NBC and CBS. They will always tumn to
whatever station is carrying their favorite show. The res! question here is local news and
important news break-ins, -

Please don't take away the WWSB affiliate of ABC. 1 depend on them, every single day
of my lifs.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

W / : J.A;M
Brenda 8. Fisher

7837 Eagle Creck Drive
Sarasota FL 34243

cc:  Sam Antar, Esq,
Counsel for Capital Cities/ABC, In¢.

Donald P, Zeifang, Esq.
Counsel for Scripps Howard Broadeasting Co.

Stan Crumley
President & General Manager, WWSR



2834 Arlington Street
Sarasota, FL 34239
October 12, 1994

Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commigsion
Room 814

1919 M Street, Nw

Washington, DC 20584

RE: ABC and WwsB, Channel 40, sarasota, FL
Sir:

I am writing to encourage you to consider the many contributions
WWSB, Channel 40, makes our community as you decide the fate of
the station. <Channel 40 has supported our local community for
twenty-three yesrs. They tell our local ¢ood news and not so good
news. Whean our local high sohool baseball tesm was national
chanpions two years in a row, Channel 40 was there to highlight the
acoomplishments of our looai boys. When our local Catholiec high
school has its annual auction, Channel 40 presants it. When our
community Crime Etoppers accent a crime, Channel 40 presents it.

While I am sure television stations in the Tampa Bay area support
thelr communities equally as well, Tampa Bay communities are not
our communities. Their high schools are not ours) thelx United Way
i not ours; their Girls and Boys Clubs are not -ours; their
interests are not ours, ‘
We do not shop in Tampa or St. Petersburg stores so their
sdvertisementas are not helpful to our community. It is important
for us to know our local auto dealerships, bakeries, funeral homes
and insurance agencies, not Tampa’s.

ouy congressional representative is not the same as Tampa’s. Our
School Board is not the same; nor are our state legislators and
county ocommissioners the same, ‘The political debates of local
interest in Manatee and Sarasota Counties will not be addressed by
any Tampa Bay area television station.

Of course network affiliation ia not a requirement for local
interests to be met, as I awm sure it will be arqued. However, we
have another local station without affi{liation. There is ample
evidence that station has been unable to provide our communities
with the services Channel 40 provides because the cash flow fox .an
independent station in a small market such as ours i{s not feasible.
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Please require ABC to keep its contract with Channel 40. Channel
40 has been an asset to the Sarasota/Bradenton/Venice area and we
need the station to continue to be viable.

Thank you for your aensideration.

gingeraly,

)624%1!¢¢1 v ;2‘“§§‘°J““

Rebecca v. Ferguson
Interested Citizen and Voter
of Sarasota County, ML

cct  Sam Antar, Esq.
Counsel for Capital Cities/ABC, Inc.
77 W. 66 Street
New York, NY 100233

Donald P, Zeifang, Esq.

Counsel for Sorippe Howazrd Broadcasting
Baker & Hostetler

10350 Connectiout Avenue

Waghington, DC 20036

Stan Crumley

Presldent & General Manager
WWSB, Channel 40

5735 Lawton Drive

Sarasota, FL 34233
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Sarasota County V.0.A.D.

Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster
County Administration Centor
101 §. Washington Blvd,, Room 304
Sarasota, FL 34236
Tel. (813) 981-5283
Pax; (813) 366-7383

October 12, 1994

Hon. Reed EB. Hundt
Chairman

Federal Comn. Commission
Room 814 , -
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear HonOrable Hundt,

MK organization was very congerned upon hearing that WWSB,
Channel 40 would lose it's affiliation with ABC, resulting in
loss ©f local Sarasota County local coverage of events.

As a disaster reagonso agency, we are concerned with weathex
conditions, especially hurricane aware :ness and locations of the
storm routes. Sarasota would lose this weather awarensss coverage
to a Tamsa station,which would stress Tamza weather conditions
and not Sarasota. ﬂPProximatcly 260,000 citizens are affected.

. In addition we would lose local announcements in post disaster
events, by WWSB TV 40, of the need for volunteers, where to
report, naed foér gommunity support, lose local reports of damag-
ed areas and special disaster announcements; which WWSB TV 40
provides as a publie sexvice. . :

In dicaster response local media coverage i{s essential and of
prime importance to.thig organization. We ask that the FCC insure
the citizens are properly informed by having local media ¢coverage
of a local TV station,

The needs of Sarasota County are being threatened,Your oversight
is requested, Thank you, )

-
. Sincerely, //FMJ\(/ . 22/7
.\w’//// Frank A. Curcilloe |

Chairman,
sarasota County V.0.,A.D,



OEORGE A. CLEMOW
L8230 SYAFFORD LANE

SARAGOTA, FL.  34333-M118
October 19, 1994

T0:1 Honorable Read ¥. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communication Commission
Room Bl4, 1919 M Street
Washington, DC 20534

SUBJECT: ABC's Cancelled Affiliation with WWSB-TV

We are woll aware of ABC Network's notification to WWSB-TV
that their network affiljation will cease on April 2, 199%.
Their basis for this action appears ver{ illegal with the
attempt o monopolize this market for the Seripps Howvard
WFTS UHF television station.

We have been fortunate in the Sarasota Area to have 3 network
channel- WW8B- that provides axcellent coverage of local news,
veather, especially reports of severe veather, and sponsorship
of local astivities. Without the netwerk support, it will be
difficult., if not impossible to maintain this level of local
covarage and involvement.

Tampa stations do not provide Sarasota, Venice and Bradenton
vith accurate 3] vweather and news coverage. Once in a while
sO0me nevs story will be big enough to get get the attention of
t¢he Tampa stationg-mayhe once a week.

Help us keep a network station in .Sarasota, Venice and Bradenton:!
Sigcere

1y, ‘ 2? .
/ mﬁ.j;@m;ﬂew ‘
‘¢cC: Sam Antar., Esq.

counsel for Capital Citles/ABC Inc.

Donald P. Zeifang, Esq.
Counsel for Scripps Howard Broadcasting Co.

tan Crumley
President & General Manager
WWSB, Channei 40
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PBELL

LUMBING, INC.

" 8216 - 15th St €.
Bradenton, FL 34208
(813) 748-6094

October 19, 1994

Honorable Reed R, Hundt

Chalrman .
Federal Communications Commission
Room #6814

1919 M Street N.W.

washington, D.C., 20554

Dear Mr. Chalrman:

I have bean a resident of the Sarasota-Bradenton agea since
1961, WwWSB, Channel 40, has been u{ main source focr local
news, wotther and sporta since ite inception.

(1ﬁr;:§e a.veral channels that transmit from the Tanpa area.
. They barely cover any local nevs or evepta. Even ehoir

g ﬁ-rehlq S_Lm_mua.}quumij
. ed about the dacision to terminate WWSB's a!!tlﬂatlon
vlth ABC. Doing so wi flacel vo%x QUL _BY ey off from .
an remember vhat neva coverage was

annel 40, None of the Tampa stitlons
were cohcernin aboub our county gevernment nevs, local

weather bulletins, high school sporting avants, local

~

L T
"

Please consider the fact that the Sarasota, B:adent&n} Venice
area is a3 separate market ared and d93¢rves 'to be treated as |
such. I would hate tO0 see cur area rvegress to the days

before Channel 40. Our area and Channel 40 hava boeh grown .
substantially in the laat 23 years.

nespcthully,

U ARSIl

Oftice Manager
MKC/Cm .

Copy to: Sam Antar, Esq.

Donald P, %eifang, Esq.
Stan Crumley
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Honorable Reed E. Hundt

Chairman

feadaral Communications Commnission
Roem B14

1919 M Btregt NW

Woshington, DC 20854

Dear Mr. Hundt,

This letter is sent tO you with a requast that the FCC do what it can
to mtop tha discortinuance of ABC's effiliation with WWSE Channel 40
in Barasota, Floride. In my opimion, this move will do nothing but

" badly hinder the ability of this Southwestern Area of Flerida to
a;;give tha kind of excellant TV coverage it has bren getting $rom

1 &am & local businessman in thie area and I rely heavily on this -
channel t¢o deliver the necessary information ! need on a daily basis.
WWER has Been tha lmader in this area for delivering the kind of naws
and publiec sarvice imformation this m=mall community Aeeds and muskt
rely on on,

1 can't believe the FCC would allow & giant like AEC to treat & small
morket mtation like WWEB with such callous disragard for what it
rotgrn: tQ the community, I can‘t believe that there is na more
ethice in yow bumiress than to allow a mega system like ABC to use &
station like WWEBE as & pawn in the hands of anocther mega company like
Boripps Howard to ¢urther its businaszs (n several othar sajor TV
markets not sssociated with our area of the country. 1 could care
less what happens to the Cleveland and Detroit markete.

TO #ay that we in the Sarascta area will get the same coverage from
EFT8¢ Channel 28 in Tampa as we havae from HWSR (e an sttack on our
intelligence. WFTE dossn’'t evern provide any 1oCAl Mews in {ts own
licensed erea let alone pick wup ours,

The final deternination is in your hands. gentlemen. If you have any
conacience at all; if yvou have any regard ¢or what you are established
to doy, le., regulate and control broadcasting in the USA to the tast
possible reasults to the citizens of this country (and area), if you
have any carda at all for the asmaller markets of this country, you will
Aelp us in this uneven battle. WWSE is & superior station with '
community ties way heyond expectation. We as citizens need this
station to be affiliated with ABC as it currently is. The ravenuas
produced because of thig affiliation create such good things for this

area of Florida. With & stroke af the pen, please don’'t take that
avway from us.

Finceraly,

David A, Camplbell \ ;
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THE BRTTER GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION
OF SARASOTA COUNTY, INC,

P.O.Box 18483 @  Sarasota, FL 34276-1483

Ogtober 24, 1954
Honorable Reed E, Hundt, Chajirman
Federal Communications Qommigsion
4919 M Street, NW, Room 814
washington, DC 20854

Re: Scheduled Hearing Oct. 28,1994
" on Ch 40,Sarasota, Affiliation
with ARQ '

Dear Mr Hundt,

The Better Government Assoclation ia a nonpartisan, nosc-
for-profit organization that promotes an lnformed electora
through education and awareness. We inform Sarasota County
voters on important public issues affecting the electorate
{sce brochure). We believe that sn informed electorate i&
s cpitical element in the fabric of democracy. To these
ands, we offer freae open public forums on significant
county-wide grass roots issues. The effectiveness of our
education program depends mainly on direct malling, flyers,
word of mouth and the valued assistance of tha local medis.
Qur guoceds in educating the electorate ean be lakgely
attributed to media coverage and paxticularly to Channel 40
pre~event coverage, public service osnnouncements g§nd dive
news coverage of our forums. The loss of Channel 40's ABC
effiliation and the attendant cuts in revenue will Zeverely
lmpact the ability of Channel 40 to support local public
Aawareness of grass roots issues. .

ABC's proposed decision to terminate its affiliation with
Channel 40 effective April 2, 1995 is a serious céncern

to us on two different levels. Firgt, the reduction in
Fevenue caused by tie loss of the ABC affiliition will .
1ikely impact negatively on the extent of news event and
public interest coverage and thexefore will be detrimental

. to the public interest. The issue is that without ABC

affiliation and its attendant revenues, Channel 40, WwsSB
will not be abla to provide an acceptable level of coveage
of local public interest issues. The license to operate
does not inherently include the right to run roughshod
over the public's right to reasonable access, We look to
the FCC to provide some publie justice in this arena of
power and greed, .

Second, We are concecrned with the pusiness practices of
the Scrlipps Howard,owner of Channel 28 in Tampa, i{n in~
fluencing ABC to Aisaffilate Channel 40 so that Channel

28 would have exclusive Southwest Florida coverage t¢ inclu
Serusota, Bradenton and Venice. We believe that the ABC
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St. Andrew United Church of Christ

@ 8508 Benava Road, Sarasota. FL 14238.2607 (813)922-7805
Rev. Or, ;aul J. Binder, Pastor Meroqdu Coe
Residence (813) 922.8633 Assistant lor Family Lile

Residence (817} 921-4768

Octaber 20, 1994

Honorable Reed B. Hundt, Chairman

faderal Communications Commigsion

Roam 814 .

1949 H Streat, N4 , .
Washingtan, DC 20854

The Honarable Reed €. Hundt:
Ret WWSB, Channel 40, TV, Sarasota, Florida

I write to raequest that you pandakg the American Broadcasting Company (ABC) to
ratain WWSB-TV, Channel 40, Sarasota, Florida, as & network affiliate, [ urqe
you to find the means by which this can be dene, for ABC has calliously and
qreadily abandonad its responsibility as & steward of the zirwaves which you
have allocated it and its affiliates,

‘As & pastor of one of the major thurches of Barasota, and writing out'of the

congregation’s need, thers are two significant reasons for my above-stated
request:

&& [/we hadvily depend upan the many local comuunity services providad by

11-H

=the weather (during the summer storm/hurricane saasan and whan frosts and
freczas are anticipated, which, as much south of Tampa as we are, are often
significantly diffarent),

~-news, especially that of leocal palitical candidates, eity and county
governmental business, major issues in the community (e.g., the county
hospital, policing, bond and tax igsues),

=-3red entertsinment and evants (oh, so many),

—=publie sarvice programaing and annocuncements (ranging all the way from school
lunches ta Habitat for Humanity and other human seryvice/gharitable groups), and
including fund-raising events, (Muscular Dystrophy, ate.),

--lpofts of area schools of which ara youth are students and athletes (not
counting professional baseball (spring training and beginning )eagues),

-~and, yas, the local advertising.

2) Wa call upon WW8B to promate and support comnunity services provided by §t.
Andrew church, of which we have a number, especially {n the areas of
strangthening younger families with children and supporting the work of area
charitable human service agencies.

" Our family's personal viewing patterns ie that we cargly watech Tampa and St.

Patersburg stations unless sueh is for specific progranming which we cannot gat
locally tsuch as public television or eccasionally the esrly news). It is

- gutrapely gOvioys that the Yampa/Bt. Fete stations do not care about Barasoty

and Bradenton--their laocal programming is more than filied with their local
items~~unless the issue is of state or mational concern.
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Oct. 20, 1994 Page 2 Honorable Reed E. Hundt

Without & strong, network (AEC) affiliation, little of tha abeve would remain,
leaving & drastic slash in comminity prograsming. WWSB is an {mportant, even
vital, part of our comaunity. Keep it that way with continued ABC atfilistion,

?Eszzgég:tfé;:) 52:;2::55;44 |
Paul J. Bindar, tor '

copies to:

Bam Antar, fzq.

Caounsel for Capital Cities/AEBC, Inc.
77 W. &4 Btreet

New York, NY 10023

Danald P. eifang, Esq.

Coungal €or Scripps Howard Broadcasting Co.
Baker & Hostetler

1000 Comnecticut Ava., NW

Washington, DC 20034

tan Crumley

President & General Manager
WWSB, Channal 40

8725 Lawton Drive

Barasota, FL 34233
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231 Dragon Road
Venice, FL 34293
Qctoher 20, 1994
(813) 497-1021

Honorable Reed E. Hunt

Chairman

Foderal Communications Commission

Room 814

1919 M Strcet, NW

Washiagton, DC 20354

Dear Mr. Hunt,

I am writing conceming the status of television station WWSB CHANNEL 40
which is located in the City of Sarasota, Florida. I consider this station to be my local
televigion station.

It {s my undorstanding that WWSB CHANNEL 40 is to lose it’s affiliation with
ﬂ\sogrBCNehvotk in April of 1995, AND IT WILL BB GIVEN TO WFTS CHANNEL
2 TAMPA. .

I am opposed to this arbitrary move on the part of ABC for the following reasons.

-1, The channel which will got the ABC affiliation for “THIS AREA" is
located in TAMPA, FLORIDA. I already rocsive othor Tampa
stations, but they do not adequately serve my local axea singe
Tampa is a least 80 miles from my home.

2. WWSB CHANNBL 40 is located in SARASOTA, FLORIDA, sbout 17
miles from my home. It is my local station for local news and
{nformation.

3. WFTS CHANNEL 28 IS NOT ON THE CABLE AND I DO NOT
WANT TO USE AN ANTENNA. IN ADDITION, ANOTHER
TAMPA STATION CANNOT SERVE SARASOTA AND
VENICE AS WELL AS A LOCAL STATION!

3. L also foel that without the reveaues produced by network affiliation,
that WWSB CHANNEL 40 will no longoer have the funds to
adequately serve the Sarasota and Venice azeas. We noed only to
look to our nswest station WBSV CHANNEL 62 that came on
the air a couple of years ago with great plana for news and public
servics programsaing. It had po network affiliation, and withis a



very short time, the news was gone. We now have 2-1/2 minuto
"teasers” at station broak times; and most public service
programming has gone, and they ars tedused to re-tuns of old
nctwork shows and "B" grade movics.

1 doa't want to have to waich soother Tampa station while there is a perfecty
good one~WWSB CHANNEL 40--located right here in my arca.

y yours,
i g %low '

copicsto:  Stan Crumley (WWSB CHANNEL 40)
Sam Aatar, Esq, (Capital Cities/ABC)
Donald P, Zeifang, Esq. (Scripps Howsrd Broadoasting)



Allsopp
4344 Camino Madera
sarasota, Il 34238

Bonorable Reed E, Hunt

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
Room 814

1919 M Street, NW

wWashington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hunts

Together with the almost half million ¢itizens of the Sarasota
- Bradenton - Venice area of Florida we were shocked to learn
of the proposed withdrawal of ABC from our station WWss
channeld40. We have come to depend on Channel 40 for complete
Qoverage ¢f our area news, sports, the arts, and community
affairs in genexal.

Clearly without the ABC affiliation all of this will
suffer greatly and an ABC station in Tampa is no substitute.
Tampa news is of about as much jnterest to us as news of
Afghanistan,

In this day of ever larger corporate mergers important community
valuas thet have made our natioh great are being lost,We urge
you to review this case and retain Channel 40's ABC affiliation,

Sincerely,
v it Tisrgont 2 A,
Thomas and Margargt J//Allsop
Copies to:

Sam Antar,ABC
Donald P. feifang, Scripps Howard
stan Crumley, WWSB, Channel 40



